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A Scientist Walks Into a Bar…and presents at SciTec Cafe 
By Kathy Aidala and Sarah Byrne, Mount Holyoke 
  
How are bubbles, geckos, the Higgs boson, and a good night’s sleep all 
related?  Scientists are exploring those topics and more in our community!  
Everyone from 6-year-old budding scientists to retired professors crowd 
into the Amherst Brewing Company once a month to fulfill their scientific 
curiosity and meet the scientists exploring groundbreaking territory. 
The goal of SciTech Café is to bring together scientists and the general 
public into an informal setting to share their research.  Too often, science 
is presented as a fact-based discipline, and there is little, if any, 
communication between those who do the science and anyone outside the 
academic community.  SciTech Café strives to share scientists’ excitement 
about their research with those who have little or no background.  Science 
is not a passive subject, and the audience is expected to ask questions 
throughout the evening. Those who ask the best questions receive a prize.  
SciTech Café held its inaugural event in September 2012, with monthly 
events that quickly began drawing a crowd of about one hundred people.  
SciTech Café was founded by Kathy Aidala, a physics professor at Mount 
Holyoke College, who organizes it along with Sarah Byrne.  Funds are 
provided by Community Based Learning at Mount Holyoke, and by the 
National Science Foundation through individual grants, the Center for 
Hierarchical Manufacturing and the Materials Research Center on 
Polymers at the University of Massachusetts, as well as the Center for 
Integrated Quantum Materials based at Harvard University and MIT.  Join 
us for our next event,: "Dark Matter/Dark Energy" with Professor Gary 
Felder on February 23rd at 6pm. See our website, www.scitechcafe.org, 
for more information and to sign up for our email list.   
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Speaks at UMass 
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Introducing, Charlana Simmons, New Director of Student Success and 
Diversity, UMass, CNS 
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Science and Engineering Saturday Seminars   































































































Calendar of Events 
 
   
Spring 2015 STEM Tuesday Seminars 
 
STEM seminars are held at 4PM on the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month in Hasbrouck 138. All are     
welcome; no reservations are needed, and there is no 





AECERN, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute 
“Mobile Platform for Data Capture and Use in the 




Professor of Science and Education, Boston College 






"InterLACE, Physics Teaching Software” 
 
March 24 
Beth McGinnis-Cavanaugh, STCC, Dave Hart, UMass 




PhD, Education, UMass 





Professor, Union College, Computer Science 
“Disciplinary Thinking, Computational Doing: 
Promoting Interdisciplinary Computing While 




Monday to Friday, July 13- July 17, 2015 at 
UMass Amherst:  
 
 Funded by the National Science 
Foundation  
 Sponsored by the STEM Education 
Institute and the Center for 
Hierarchical Manufacturing  
 
 Middle and High School Science, 
Math, and Technology Teachers 
 
 $75/day stipends ($375 total), materials, 
parking, some meals 
 
 Housing (new air conditioned dorms) 
for those outside the commuting radius 
 
 Graduate credits available at reduced 
cost; free PDP's (Professional 
Development Points) 
 
Website: www.umassk12.net/nano. The 
application deadline is April 1, 2015. 
                        
 
